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THE SECESSION MOVEMENT

IN

FLORIDA, 1850-1861

By DOROTHY DODD
PART I
LORIDA had hardly taken her place in the
Union when the controversy of 1850 forced her
to consider the advisability and probable necessity of breaking the ties so recently formed. The
popular verdict in that year was for the Union. But
in the succeeding decade there were constant assertions of the right of, and probable necessity for secession, which were climaxed in 1861 by secession
itself. Just what fears and hopes, what prejudices
and passions, operated during that fateful decade to
change the verdict from Union to Disunion cannot
be gauged with precision ; but surface manifestations of the process can be traced in the politics of
the state, whether related to local or to national
affairs.
Florida’s congressional delegation in 1850 con-.
sisted of David Levy Yulee and Jackson Morton in
the Senate and Edward Carrington Cabell in the
House of Representatives. None was a native Floridian. Yulee, of Portugese and Jewish extraction,
had borne the surname Levy from his birth, June
12, 1810, in St. Thomas, West Indies, until 1845,
when it was changed to Yulee by act of the Florida
legislature. In politics Yulee was a Democrat, an
affiliation that followed naturally from his residence
on his father’s plantation near St. Augustine,
whither he had gone in 1824 after six years of
schooling in Norfolk, Virginia, for East Florida was
preponderantly Democratic. He studied law with

F
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Robert Raymond Reid, later president of the Florida
constitutional convention of 1838 and governor of
the territory, and after admission to the bar in
1836, plunged into territorial politics. He soon
evinced an adeptness at practical politics that secured his election to Congress in 1841 in the face
of virulent personal opposition and in spite of the
Whig presidential victory of that year. When Florida became a state in 1845 he was elected to the
Senate, where he became an associate and an ardent
admirer of Calhoun, who occasionally honored him
by utilizing him as an instrument for the expression
of his own views. 1
Of far less political experience than Yulee, though
older, was Morton, who was born August 10, 1794,
near Fredericksburg, Virginia. Morton had moved
to Pensacola in 1820 where he had been very successful in the lumber business. His sole legislative
experience prior to taking his seat in the Senate in
1850 had consisted of two terms in the territorial
Legislative Council in 1836 and 1837, and as a member of the constitutional convention in 1838. Although a Taylor elector, Morton owed his election
to the Senate to the purely sectional revolt of a few
West Florida Whigs who combined with the Democratic minority to defeat George T. Ward, the regular Whig candidate. Morton was an educated man,
being a graduate both of Washington and of William
and Mary College, but his lack of experience combined with what a political opponent later termed
“that sort of chuckleheadedness which distinguishes
all he says,“ 2 to make him particularly inept in
national affairs. His position as a local magnate,
1
J. C. Calhoun to A. P. Calhoun, Feb. 23, 1848. “Correspondence
of John C. Calhoun,” J. F. Jameson, ed., in Annual Report of the
American Historical Association, 1899, II, 744.
2
Letter of S. R. Mallory, March 2, 1861. American Historical
Review, XII, 108.
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however, gave him weight in state politics throughout the decade of the fifties and the Civil War
period.
Cabell was the son of William H. Cabell, long
chief justice of Virginia. Born in Richmond, February 5, 1816, the year after his graduation from
the University of Virginia in 1836 he had removed
to Leon county, Florida, where his uncle, John G.
Gamble, was a prominent Whig planter and banker.
After serving as a delegate to the Florida constitutional convention in 1838 he returned to Virginia to study law. Upon admission of Florida as a
state he sat in Congress for about a year, till unseated by the Democratic contestant, William H.
Brockenbrough. He was elected to the next Congress, however, and in 1848 he was reelected over
the veteran Democrat, William P. DuVal.
Though divided in their political affiliations, the
Florida delegation were agreed upon the principle
they considered as basic to organization of the territories recently acquired from Mexico. They all insisted upon the constitutional right of slaveholders
to carry their property into the territory won by
the common efforts of North and South. But they
differed in the extent to which application of this
principle should be insisted upon in practice.
Cabell, foreseeing the inevitable controversy, had
been opposed to acquisition of Mexican territory.
When confronted with the accomplished fact, however’he refused to vote with the Whigs in organizing the House after a Whig caucus had rejected
resolutions opposing congressional prohibition of
slavery in the territories and abolition of the slave
trade in the District of Columbia. Congress, he said,
with its limited powers, had not the constitutional
right to exclude slavery from the territories. But
even granting such a power to reside in Congress
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its exercise was “against right and justice” and
should be resisted even “to the extent of revolution.” This appeal to a higher law was based on
the thesis that not only was slavery essential in a
warm climate, but that from it proceeded a “moral
power” productive of “a spirit of freedom and true
republicanism. "
Cabell's position was not so extreme as the foregoing would seem to imply, for
while insisting on an abstract right, he was willing
to make practical concessions for the sake of the
Union. 3
Yulee, on the other hand, holding that the North
had violated the Missouri Compromise by proposing the Wilmot Proviso, was squarely opposed to
any compromise. 4 He desired a constitutional amendment protecting the South from aggression; if this
were not forthcoming he favored immediate separation from the North. He saw the issue as lying between preservation of the social structure of the
South or the political structure of the Union. Either
slavery or the Union must be abandoned immediately unless the terms of the federal compact could
be altered. And pressed to the choice, he would
abandon the Union. 5 If the Union were to be preserved, Yulee considered maintenance of a balance
between slave and free states absolutely necessary.
The plan for a southern convention at Nashville
naturally met with Yulee’s approbation, for he had
talked in the summer of such a meeting of southern
states for the purpose of unifying and consolidating
southern sentiment in the interests of a state-rights
program. Cabell, despairing of any willingness to
compromise on the part of the North, also looked
3

Congressional Globe, 31 Cong., 1 Sess., App. 239-40.
Ibid., 1419.
5
Yulee to J. C. Calhoun, July 10, 1549. “Correspondence Addressed to John C. Calhoun, 1837-1849,” C. S. Boucher and R. P.
Brooks, eds., in Ann. Rep. Am. Hist. Ass., 1929, 516.
4
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with favor upon the move, and Morton followed the
lead of his more able colleagues. The Florida legislature had, the previous year, endorsed in general
terms the projects of a southern convention at some
future time, and February 6, 1850, the three men
addressed a letter to Governor Thomas Brown, calling upon him to throw the weight of his influence
to the convention by appointing delegates in compliance with the spirit of the resolutions. The letter
stated that there was a growing tendency for
northern forces hostile to the southern social structure to wield the federal government as an instrument for crippling the growth and progress of the
slaveholding states. The only possible way of checking this tendency, and thus of preserving the Union
was, in the opinions of the writers, through organized resistance on the part of the southern
states. 6
The object of the letter undoubtedly was to force
Brown into a more radical position than he was prepared to assume, by creation of public sentiment in
favor of the convention. The Governor’s attitude
as a staunch Union Whig was well known. In his
inaugural address of the year before he had declared his readiness to defend the sovereignty of the
states and the rights of the South at the same time
that he roundly denounced southern demagogues
who sought to make southern rights a question of
one party or of one section. 7 “Old Matter of Fact,”
as Brown was called, replied to the letter in no uncertain terms. He flatly denied any authority as
governor to appoint delegates, either by reason of
the resolutions of the legislature or by virtue of the
state constitution. Furthermore, such a convention
was revolutionary in spirit and directly opposed to
6
7

National Intelligencer, tri-weekly edition, March 9, 1850.
Niles' Register, LXXII, 108.
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the spirit if not the letter of the constitutional clause
forbidding a state to enter into any treaty, alliance
or confederation. And the time had not arrived for
revolution; no overt act of aggression on southern
rights and institutions had been committed. The
present crisis came, he said, not from any new aspect of the slavery question, which had been agitated for fifty years, but from the "wordy conflict”
between northern and southern politicians. 8
Morton, replying to Brown in a long, heated, and
rather incoherent letter, denied that the Governor
expressed the opinion of either of the great parties
of Florida. 9 The Pensacola Gazette, the Whig paper
of Morton’s own home town, however, said that
Brown’s letter was looked upon there as a standard
of opinion. 10 Indeed, the Whig press generally seems
to have opposed the meeting while the Democratic
papers whole-heartedly endorsed it. In spite of this
partisan alignment of the press, members of both
parties participated in “court-house meetings”
which sent representatives to the district conventions that named Florida’s delegates to the Nashville meeting. Here again, there was an effort toward bipartisan action and each district appears
to have appointed a Whig and a Democrat. 11 The
actual popular support accorded the movement can
not be estimated. One observer, writing after the
convention had adjourned, believed that if the vote
could have been fairly polled, not a single county in
8

National Intelligencer, March 9, 1850.
Ibid., March 30, 1850.
10
Ibid., March 23, 1850.
11
The delegates were: West Florida, E. C. Cabell and James
F. McClellan; Middle Florida, Charles H. DuPont and A. J.
Forman; East and South Florida, B. M. Pearson and Joseph M.
Hernandez. Tallahassee Floridian May 18, 1850. Cabell and
Hernandez were Whigs but neither attended the convention.
Hernandez was prevented by illness and Cabell, presumably, by
his congressional duties.
9
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the state would have sanctioned the meeting. 12 Yet
radical sentiment was strong enough to send four
delegates to the adjourned session which met in
November. 13
Yulee professed to consider the platform of the
Nashville convention as indicative of southern sentiment and receded from his original uncompromising
position to the extent of supporting extension of the
Missouri Compromise line to the Mexican territory.
This he looked upon as a distinct concession by the
South, to be met by concession equally great on the
part of the North, or else the measure adopted would
be one of imposition rather than compromise. The
concession which he demanded as essential was unequivocal recognition of the right of southern emigrants to carry their slave property into the territories. 14 Since the North did not recognize such a
constitutional right of the South, extension of the
Missouri Compromise line was, from the northern
viewpoint, in itself a concession by the North, and
one that it was not prepared to make to slavery. In
the debate on the California bill Yulee took an active
part in the southern fight for these two points. When
they failed of adoption, he and Morton not only
voted against the bill but joined with eight other
southern radicals in a solemn protest against the
measure as indicative of a policy so subversive of
the rights and safety of the South that, if persisted
in, it must lead to the destruction of the Union. 15
Cabell, in the House, supported an amendment designed to make 36o 30’ the southern boundary of
12

National Intelligencer, June 25, 1850.
They were C. H. DuPont, J. H. Verdier, P. W. White and
John C. McGehee. Dallas T. Herndon, “The Nashville Convention
of 1850” in Transactions of the Alabama Historical Society, 1904,
V (Reprint 35), 229.
14
Cong. Globe, 31 Cong., 1 Sess., 1138 ; and ibid., App., 1419.
15
Ibid., 36 Cong., 2 Sess., 485.
13
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California; when it was defeated, he, too, voted
against the bill.
On the other Compromise measures the positions
of the three men were much the same. Yulee and
Morton supported the Fugitive Slave bill, but Cabell
did not vote when it passed the House. On the Texas
bill, Yulee and Morton voted in the negative, Cabell
in the affirmative. All three voted against abolition
of the slave trade in the District of Columbia and
none was opposed to the Utah bill. Judging by their
votes alone, the Florida delegation were substantially united in their attitude toward the great Compromise. But the record belies the fact. Yulee and
Morton consistently and whole-heartedly opposed
it. Cabell, however, though he had opposed Clay’s
omnibus bill, supported the Compromise in its final
form. “We have not obtained all which I think
should have been granted to us,” he wrote, “but
no right has, been taken away by the action of
Congress.“ 16
While Congress was hammering out the Compromise through the long summer days, the campaign for the October election was going full tilt in
Florida. The state’s representative to Congress was
to be chosen and a legislature to be elected that
would have the naming of a United States senator
when Yulee’s term should expire in March. The
Whig press had supported the Compromise from the
first 17 and Cabell’s renomination came as a matter
of course. The articulate Democracy as generally
opposed the Compromise, standing firm for extension of the Missouri Compromise line. Their candi16

Cabell to ......................., Sept. 8, 1850. Tallahassee Sentinel,
Oct. 1, 1850.
17
Ibid., March 5, 1850: “Now is the accepted day-now is the
golden moment of compromise. . . . . The South cannot and ought
not to submit to constant agitation and insult upon a subject
which has no business whatever in Congress.”

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol12/iss1/1

10

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 12, Issue 1

11
date was Major John Beard, a North Carolinian
who in 1838 had removed to St. Augustine, where
he held several political offices. At the time of his
nomination for congressman he resided in Leon
county and had been for nearly four years state
register of public lands. Beard declared in an address to “the Freemen of Florida” that he loved
the Union “with a reasonable effection” [sic] but
though he were called “traitor, disunionist, or what
they please,” he would resist the Compromise “to
the last extremity.“ 18 On the stump he declared unequivocally that he preferred dissolution of the
Union to passage of the Compromise. 19 Cabell, who
could not campaign in person because of the late
sitting of Congress, seized upon Beard’s statement
to make disunion the issue, declaring, “The issues
are Union or Disunion. I am for the Union - peace or
war - I am for peace.“ 20 It soon became so evident
that Beard had overreached himself that the Tallahassee Floridian the leading Democratic organ, denied that the Democratic party, its candidates or
press, advocated disunion. 21 But it could not reconcile Beard’s published statements with this denial
and the Whigs, on the stump and in their papers,
continued to press the issue. Party feeling ran so
high that many Democrats voted for Beard while
disavowing his disunion sentiment. Yet Cabell’s
majority was 445 out of a total vote of 8,473, as compared with 598 out of a total of 8,208 in the Whig
landslide of 1848. Local animosities and dissentions
among the Whigs combined with bad management
in the strong Whig counties to obscure the issue in
the campaign for the state legislature, with the re-

.

18
Address of John Beard to the Freemen of Florida, Aug. 21,
1850. Tallahassee Floridian, Aug. 31, 1850.
19
Tallahassee Sentinel, Aug. 20, 1850.
20
E. C. Cabell to ..................., Sept. 8, 1850. Ibid., Oct. 1, 1850.
21
Tallahassee Floridian, Sept. 21, 1850.
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sult that the Democrats won control with 31 members as against 28 Whigs.
Though all who voted for Beard were not disunionists, the election returns undoubtedly indicated existence in the state of a strong disunion
minority. These radicals sensed the value of organization and immediately after the election formed
Southern Rights Associations in at least four counties - Gadsden, Leon, Jefferson and Madison - and
probably in others. Members of the associations,
whose purpose was resistance to the encroachments
of the North on the constitutional rights of the
South, were pledged to vote only for open and zealous advocates of southern rights, to give preference
to goods of southern manufacture and to boycott
northern firms professing abolition sentiments. 22
The extreme nature of their political opinions is not
matter for conjecture, for at a Fourth of July picnic of the Madison Association, which flaunted the
motto, “Equality in the Union or Independence out
of it,” the following were among the toasts:
“The South-long patient under insult and oppression-duty demands and safety requires that
she speedily divorce herself from her oppressors.”
“A Southern Confederacy should be the motto of
every Southern man.”
“If the Southern States can’t obtain their rights
without, I will do my part of the fighting.“ 23
The political force of these organizations must
have been great, for one of the two Leon county
associations numbered in its membership 10 per
cent. of the total electorate of the county, while the
Madison group comprised 33 per cent. of the voters
in that county.
22
Constitution of the Southern Rights Association of the Centreville District, Leon County, in ibid., Nov. 9, 1850.
23
Ibid., July 19, 1851.
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While the radical Democrats were thus taking
steps to insure success for their program in the next
national crisis, whenever it should come, the Whigs
were uneasy lest the Compromise should prove impermanent. Opposition to the Fugitive Slave act at
the North and rumors that it would be repealed by
the next Congress caused the Leon county grand
jury, of which Richard Hayward, a prominent Whig,
was foreman, to declare in its presentment that repeal of the act would constitute “a legal notification” of northern unwillingness to abide by the Constitution and would leave the South “no other recourse short of separation.“ 24 B. F. Allen, editor of
the Whig Sentinel, speaking as a friendly onlooker
to the Southern Rights Association, conceded that
it would be time for disunion if the North should
repeal or forcibly resist lawful execution of the
act. 25 Governor Brown, too, became alarmed and,
advising. the legislature that repeal would be a practical repudiation by the North of the Constitution
and “would leave us no alternative compatible with
national unity,” requested authority to call a convention to devise a remedy should the Fugitive
Slave act be repealed. 26 Walker Anderson, chairman
of the House Committee on Federal Relations, responded to the request with a reasoned statement
of the constitutional right of secession and a bill conferring the desired authority. 27 The bill, together
24

Ibid., Nov. 9, 1850.
Tallahassee Sentinel, Nov. 12, 1850. Allen added as other just
causes for disunion, congressional abolition of slavery in the
District of Columbia without Maryland’s consent, prohibition of
the domestic slave trade and abolition of slavery in dockyards
and arsenals.
26
Florida Senate Journal, 1850, 19.
27
B. Hopkins and Bolling Baker, in a minority report, denied
the right of secession. The Tallahassee Sentinel, in an editorial
of Sept. 24, 1850, had also denied this right as a constitutional
one, though recognizing a “right of secession” as equivalent to
25
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with a number of resolutions on the slavery question, was tabled without a record vote and the legislature adjourned without any declaration on the
subject.
The most absorbing business before the legislature had been the election of a United States senator to succeed Yulee, who was again a candidate.
Though he controlled the Democratic caucus only
by a bare majority vote of 16 to 15, all save two
members agreed to vote for him. These two disaffected Democrats joined with the Whigs to make
his election impossible. After two ballots in which
29 votes were cast blank and 29 for Yulee, a ballot
previously given to Yulee was cast blank, thus assuring the election of whomsoever the Yulee opposition should agree upon for the nomination.
Two days later, Stephen R. Mallory of Key West
was elected. 28
The election of Mallory undoubtedly was a rebuke to Yulee for his opposition to the Compromise.
Yet personal hostility and the claims of South
Florida on the senatorship also contributed to his
defeat. Mallory himself does not appear to have
been the staunchest of Unionists. Half Irish, half
Connecticut Yankee, he was born in 1813 in Trinidad, West Indies. The death of his sea-captain
father while in port at Key West left the boy
stranded there in 1820 with his mother, who turned
to hotel-keeping for a livelihood. Substituting industry for the formal education which he lacked,
young Mallory made his mark locally as a politician
and an able marine lawyer, but he seems not to have
been in a position to attract statewide attention
until 1850, when he was elected an alternate to the

,

the “right of revolution” as expressed in the Declaration of
Independence.
28
Senate Miscellaneous Documents, 110, 32 Cong., 1 Sess.,
passim.
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Nashville convention. Though doubtful of the efficacy of the approaching convention, Mallory was
sympathetic with its purpose. He refused the invitation of B. M. Pearson, whose alternate he was,
to accompany him to Nashville, however, urging
“important pre-engagements” in excuse. 29
From his entrance into politics, Mallory had been
a Democrat and for years had been a firm supporter
of Yulee. He was so far from averse to the latter’s
reelection in 1851 that, when he heard his own name
was being put forward in candidacy for the senatorship, he addressed an appeal to the party to unite
in support of Yulee or any other sound Democrat
who could “be relied upon to battle for our great
southern interests, and the rights of our State.“ 30
Mallory was known personally only to seven of the
members of the legislature which elected him, and
it would seem on the whole that his availability as a
candidate was largely a matter of his political obscurity. After his election, however, he made a
chance meeting with Henry Clay in Havana the occasion for a declaration that he was a friend of the
Union upon the basis of the Compromise. 31
As his campaign for reelection showed, Cabell had
staked his political future upon acceptance of the
Compromise. In the second session of the thirtyfirst Congress he had joined with a number of other
Union men in pledging not only maintenance of the
settlement but opposition to candidates for any important state or federal office who were not definitely on record as being opposed to disturbance of
the Compromise and all renewal of slavery agita29
Mallory to Pearson, June 8, 1850, in Tallahassee Floridian,
Feb. 8, 1851.
30
Mallory to J. T. Archer, Dec. 7, 1850. Sen. Misc. Doc., 110,
32 Cong., 1 Sess., 135.
31
National Intelligencer, April 17, 1851.
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tion. 32 In the early days of the new Congress he
fired one of the opening guns in the contest for the
Whig nomination by a speech in favor of Fillmore,
whose position on the Compromise could not be
mistaken. His remarks were equally an attack upon
Scott, whose attitude was uncertain, and who,
Cabell said, would not carry a single state or poll
as many as 50 votes in Florida, if nominated. 33
Cabell carried this opposition to Scott into the Whig
convention, in which he took an active part. When
asked on the convention floor if he would vote for
Scott should he be nominated, he replied that he
would vote for no man who repudiated principles
dear to him and his country. 34 The remainder of the
Florida delegation appeared no more anxious than
he for Scott’s nomination and, as instructed, cast
every ballot for Fillmore.
Cabell continued his fight against Scott in the
state Whig convention which met July 14 and 1.5 in
Tallahassee. He wrote that under no circumstances
could he support Scott and advised the convention
to make no effort to carry the state except on the
state and congressional tickets. George T. Ward,
who was nominated for governor in the first session
of the convention, did not learn of this letter until
the following day. He promptly refused to run on
the ticket with Cabell. An effort to drop Cabell
failed because of the number of county delegations
instructed for him. Ward finally was persuaded to
permit his name to be used, and was renominated. 35
Whereupon, having seriously damaged the prospects of his party, Cabell declared that he would
32

Cong. Globe, 32 Cong., 1 Sess., 453.
Ibid., 452ff.
34
National Intelligencer, June 22, 1852.
35
Tallahassee Floridian, July 17, 1852.
33
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“acquiesce” in the decision to support Scott, as he
certainly could not support Pierce. 36
The Democratic convention, meeting at Madison
Court-house, April 19, had avoided a rift in its ranks
by a discreet silence on the Compromise and by apportionment of nominations between the two wings
of the party. Resolutions recognizing the finality of
the Compromise were rejected in favor of a guarded
declaration deprecating further agitation of questions arising from the institution of slavery as “mischievous and unwise.“ 37 The nomination for congressman went to Augustus E. Maxwell of the moderate wing, while the nomination for governor was
given to James E. Broome, leader of the larger
‘‘South Carolina’’ wing of the party. Broome, who
was born in Hamburg, Aiken county, South Carolina, December 15, 1808, was undoubtedly one of the
strongest men in his party. He had removed to
Tallahassee in 1837 and engaged in the mercantile
business until 1841, when he entered politics. It was,
he who rallied public sentiment in Middle Florida
against the Compromise, and in the campaign of
1850 he declared that he preferred disunion to the
Compromise. 38
The canvass was carried on with great spirit. The
Whigs centered their attacks on the slavery plank
of the Democratic platform and denounced the
Democratic failure to declare the finality of the
Compromise. Broome defended the convention’s
course with vigor, declaring that, since they “had no
will to endorse and no power to improve” the Com36
Cabell to Editor of the Sentinel, July 23, 1852, in ibid., Aug.
7, 1852.
37
National Intelligencer, May 4, 1852. Democrats of Walton
and Monroe counties had endorsed the finality of the Compromise,
but the Whig Sentinel declared that unequivocal endorsement of
it by the state convention would have disrupted the Florida
Democracy. Ibid.
38
Tallahassee Sentinel, Sept. 10, 1850.
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party was to retain control of the state government
until the radicals should take Florida out of the
Union. And in 1854 David L. Yulee was returned
to the United States Senate to succeed Jackson
Morton.
When the slavery question was reopened in Congress by the introduction of the Kansas-Nebraska
bill, the Florida delegation were united in support
of the measure. The doctrine of congressional nonintervention they accepted without reservation ; the
saving clause, “subject only to the Constitution of
the United States,” in the section enunciating the
doctrine of popular sovereignty, enabled them to
vote for the bill while rejecting the doctrine that the
people of the territories could exclude slavery. They
were certain that such exclusion would be unconstitutional. As Maxwell said, the people in the territories had a right to regulate, but not to abrogate,
property rights sanctioned and protected by the
Constitution. They saw not bad faith, but belated
justice to the South in the repeal of the Missouri
Compromise.41
It is probable, though no direct proof is available,
that Maxwell’s zeal for the Kansas-Nebraska act
was fired as much by a desire to obtain a land grant
for the proposed Florida railroad from the Atlantic
to the Gulf of Mexico as by desire to sustain the
constitutional rights of the South. Certainly such
a grant was made soon after the passage of the act,
and many of the county Democratic meetings placed
the Kansas-Nebraska act and grants of public lands
for construction of railroad in significant juxtaposition when they thanked Maxwell “for his able support of these cardinal measures” and endorsed him
for reelection.42 The Democratic nomination for conWang. G-lobe, 33 Gong., 1 Sess., App., 675.
42Resolutions of Putnam county Democrats in Tallahassee
Floridiafi, June 10, 1854.
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promise measures, they had wisely refused to distract the party with them and had “left those (if
any) who were satisfied with them to enjoy the consolation they derived from them, and those who
were dissatisfied, to endure what they had no ability
t o remedy.“3g The Democrats found their best
target in the Hero of Cherusbusco. Scott’s unpopularity in Florida was largely due to his conduct in
the Indian war in 1836, when he commanded the
United States regulars. Exasperated by the frequent
alarums of the inhabitants, who according to the
irate general, fancied they saw an Indian in every
bush, Scott issued his famous Order No. 48 in which
he accused the Floridians of panic and cowardice
and commiserated with himself for having “the
misfortune to command a handful of brave troops
in the midst of such a population.7’40 The Democrats
made effective use of this order as a campaign
document.
The result of the state election was in doubt for
several weeks. Maxwell defeated Cabell by a mere
22 votes, while Ward trailed Broome by 211 votes.
Cabell had been correct in his assertion that Florida
would not support Scott. Interest waned after the
state election and the vote in November was 20 per
cent. lighter than in October, the decrease being due
almost entirely to Whig abstention from voting.
Pierce electors were overwhelmingly elected, but the
Pierce vote was 250 less than Cabell had polled a
month earlier. Local Whig vitality, however, was
helpless against disruptive national forces, and the
election marked the beginning of the end for the
Whig party in Florida. More than that, it was the
beginning of the dominance of the radical Democrats
in state politics. Governor Broome’s wing of the
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%roome to Thos. Baltzell, etc., May 20, 1852, in Tallahassee
Floridian, lMay 22, 1852.
40~bi&., Aug. 14, 1852.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol12/iss1/1
_-_----

._.-------

20

gressman went to Maxwell as a matter of course,
while the Whigs nominated former Governor
Thomas Brown.
The Whigs were divided in their attitude toward
the Kansas-Nebraska act43 and, probably to avoid
committing themselves on it, did not hold a state
convention in 1854. Brown, who had been nominated
by county meetings, left no doubt as to his position
on the subject. Though favoring the principle of
the set, he opposed repeal of the Missouri Compromise because it was a compromise. He maintained that the vote of Northern Whigs against the
bill was due to their belief in the binding nature of
a compromise rather than to enmity toward southern institutions, and he charged that the administration had whipped Democrats into support of the
measure against their will.44 But many Whigs refused to accept his interpretation of the sectional
vote of northern members of the party. They favored fusion with constitutional Democrats, South
and North, for the protection of southern rights, declaring that they could never again cooperate with
northern Whigs. To this group slavery was the only
question of importance before the country. With the
majority, however, dislike and distrust of the Democrats weighed heavier than did disappointment over
the action
- .~ of their northern brethren, and they rejetted all proposals of fusion.45 Consequently, many
Southern Rights Whigs transferred their party al43Leon county Whigs endorsed the act, July 8, 1854. Ibid., July
15, 1854. Marion county Whigs, on the other hand, deplored it as
“merely a reaffirmation of an impractical right,” which reopened
the slavery question in the Congress, the onIy place where it
possessed any threatening power, and which laid the foundation
for permanent sectional parties, the certain forerunner of the
downfall of the Union. Natio%aZ Intelligencer, Aug. 22, 1854.
YCallahassee Floridian, Aug. 26, lS54.
“G. W. Parkhill, a Whig, proposed a fusion ticket in Leon
county but “the old fogies turned up their noses at it.” Parkhill
to Editor of the Floridian, July 11, 1854, in i&id., July 15, 1854.
In Hernando county fusion was effected. Ibi&., June 17, 1854.
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“acquiesce” in the decision to support Scott, as he
certainly could not support Pierce. 36
The Democratic convention, meeting at Madison
Court-house, April 19, had avoided a rift in its ranks
by a discreet silence on the Compromise and by apportionment of nominations between the two wings
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given to James E. Broome, leader of the larger
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he who rallied public sentiment in Middle Florida
against the Compromise, and in the campaign of
1850 he declared that he preferred disunion to the
Compromise. 38
The canvass was carried on with great spirit. The
Whigs centered their attacks on the slavery plank
of the Democratic platform and denounced the
Democratic failure to declare the finality of the
Compromise. Broome defended the convention’s
course with vigor, declaring that, since they “had no
will to endorse and no power to improve” the Com36
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property rights sanctioned and protected by the
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justice to the South in the repeal of the Missouri
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was fired as much by a desire to obtain a land grant
for the proposed Florida railroad from the Atlantic
to the Gulf of Mexico as by desire to sustain the
constitutional rights of the South. Certainly such
a grant was made soon after the passage of the act,
and many of the county Democratic meetings placed
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gressman went to Maxwell as a matter of course,
while the Whigs nominated former Governor
Thomas Brown.
The Whigs were divided in their attitude toward
the Kansas-Nebraska act43 and, probably to avoid
committing themselves on it, did not hold a state
convention in 1854. Brown, who had been nominated
by county meetings, left no doubt as to his position
on the subject. Though favoring the principle of
the set, he opposed repeal of the Missouri Compromise because it was a compromise. He maintained that the vote of Northern Whigs against the
bill was due to their belief in the binding nature of
a compromise rather than to enmity toward southern institutions, and he charged that the administration had whipped Democrats into support of the
measure against their will.44 But many Whigs refused to accept his interpretation of the sectional
vote of northern members of the party. They favored fusion with constitutional Democrats, South
and North, for the protection of southern rights, declaring that they could never again cooperate with
northern Whigs. To this group slavery was the only
question of importance before the country. With the
majority, however, dislike and distrust of the Democrats weighed heavier than did disappointment over
the action
- .~ of their northern brethren, and they rejetted all proposals of fusion.45 Consequently, many
Southern Rights Whigs transferred their party al43Leon county Whigs endorsed the act, July 8, 1854. Ibid., July
15, 1854. Marion county Whigs, on the other hand, deplored it as
“merely a reaffirmation of an impractical right,” which reopened
the slavery question in the Congress, the onIy place where it
possessed any threatening power, and which laid the foundation
for permanent sectional parties, the certain forerunner of the
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“G. W. Parkhill, a Whig, proposed a fusion ticket in Leon
county but “the old fogies turned up their noses at it.” Parkhill
to Editor of the Floridian, July 11, 1854, in i&id., July 15, 1854.
In Hernando county fusion was effected. Ibi&., June 17, 1854.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol12/iss1/1

20

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 12, Issue 1

21
,

legiance while others acted with the Democrats,
though claiming still to be Whigs. As a result, Brown
was severely defeated, Maxwell running up a majority of 1,072 votes.
The rise of the American party in 1855 for a short
time held out to Florida Whigs promise of the thing
that was necessary if the Whiggery of the state was
not to disintegrate completely-a national organization with which they could affiliate. Four old-line
Whigs attended the national Know-Nothing convention which met June 5 to 15 in Philadelphia, 46 and
Know-Nothing tickets were placed in the field in a
number of municipal and county elections. The
Americans were generally unsuccessful, though they
did elect their entire ticket in Jacksonville and part
of their ticket in Marion county. 47 But the hope that
the party could be truly national was short-lived,
for northern delegates to the Philadelphia convention, February 22, 1856, to which General R. K. Call
was the sole Florida delegate, found the platform,
previously adopted by the National Council of the
party, unsatisfactory because non-committal on the
subject of slavery and withdrew to issue a call for
a new convention. The state convention of the
American party, held in Tallahassee, June 2, 1856,
endorsed the Philadelphia platform, ratified the
nominations of Fillmore and Donelson, and nominated David S. Walker, of Leon county, for governor and James M. Baker, of Columbia county, for
congressman. 48
The Democratic convention, which met in Madison, April 16, had been the largest convention held
in Florida since 1845. After passage of a resolution
declaring that congressional prohibition of slavery
46

T. G. H. Quincy, Thomas Randall, John Darling and W. W.
McCall, National Intelligencer, June 19, 1855.
47
Ibid, April 10, 1855 ; Tallahassee Floridian, Oct. 13, 1855.
48
National Intelligencer, June 12, 1856.
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in the territories or the District of Columbia or of
the interstate slave trade would so violate southern
rights as to “amount to intolerable oppression, and
justify a resort to measures of resistence,“ 49 the
convention nominated for governor Madison K.
Perry, an Alachua county planter who had come to
Florida from South Carolina in 1847. The congressional nominee was Judge George S. Hawkins, of
Franklin county, a New York lawyer who had been
active in West Florida politics since the early thirties. 50 Both men belonged to the radical wing which
was fast absorbing the entire party.
In the campaign which followed, the national political situation reacted in favor of the Democrats
while the principal local issue strengthened the
Americans. The fear that Fremont would be elected
if southern men did not act together attracted many
voters from Fillmore to Buchanan. E. C. Cabell attempted to nullify this Democratic advantage by
effecting an agreement whereby the electors of the
victorious party, whichever it might be, would cast
their votes for the candidate with the greatest number of electoral votes, whether Fillmore or Buchanan. The Know-Nothing electoral candidates professed willingness to enter into any arrangement
that might insure Fremont’s defeat, but the Democrats, confident of victory, rejected the proposal. 51
The Know-Nothing strength in the campaign lay in
Walker’s advocacy of cheap lands, always a popular issue in a frontier or semi-frontier community.
Walker, as register of public lands, had voted in
49
Tallahassee Floridian, April 26, 1856. Maxwell previously
had announced his intention not to stand for reelection. Ibid.,
Feb. 9, 1856.
50
It is told of Hawkins that while serving as an officer in the
Indian war in 1837, he was grazed by a bullet. “Are you
wounded?” one of his subordinates called. “Enough to send me
to Congress,” Hawkins replied.
51
Ibid., Aug. 30, 1856.
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1855 against raising the price of state lands 100
per cent. near the line of the proposed Florida railroad and 50 per cent. elsewhere, though Governor
Broome and other Democratic department heads
had out-voted him and the higher prices had become
effective. Democrats charged that Walker personally speculated in lands and desired low prices for
that reason. Walker retorted that the Democrats
increased prices to aid speculators, since the latter
could not sell at a profit so long as state lands were
available at low prices. 52 Whatever his motives
were, Walker’s position undoubtedly gained for him
many votes, but not enough to elect him. Perry defeated him, 6,214 to 5,844, but Buchanan’s majority
over Fillmore was much greater, the vote being
6,358 to 4,833.
Although the Know-Nothings had polled a larger
vote in Florida in 1856 than had the Whigs in 1854,
old-line Whigs realized the futility of trying to keep
their local organization intact without a national
party and platform on which to base their opposition to the Democracy. Consequently they made no
nomination for congressman in 1858. George S.
Hawkins, who again received the regular Democratic nomination, was not to be unopposed, however. Local issues, on which the alignment was sectional, divided the state and in the absence of two
parties factional dispute within the Democratic
party was inevitable. Dr. John S. Westcott, of St.
Johns county, announced his candidacy in July as an
independent Democrat on a platform opposing the
convention system as undemocratic, favoring cheap
land for actual settlers and promising to secure pay
for Florida volunteers in the Indian wars. 53 Although his first plank was in justification of his own
52
53

Ibid., Sept. 20, 1856.
Ibid., July 13, 1858.
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insurgency, Westcott's entire platform was popular
in East and South Florida, the frontier sections of
the state, in which he ran well, but conservative
Middle and West Florida would have none of him
and he was defeated by a vote of 6,471 to 4,064.
(The Secession Movement in Florida, 1850-1861 will be concluded in the next issue of the Quarterly.)
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JOURNAL
OF
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL JAMES
GRANT, COMMANDING AN EXPEDITION
A GAINST THE C HEROKEE I NDIANS ,
JUNE-JULY, 1761 1
[Addressed to Lord Amherst]
Camp near Fort Prince George,
July 10th, 1761.
Enclosed I have the honour to send to Your Excellency a Journal of our Operations against the
Cherokees.
The Provincials have behaved well, as I always
expected they would do and the Rangers, who I had
not so favourable an opinion of, have been very
usefull and alert, they never made a difficulty and
they seem now to despise the Indians as much as
they were suspected to fear them before.
We have been lucky; everything has succeeded;
we have not met with a single Rub but I must observe to Your Excellency that the country we have
been in is impenetrable if it was defended by a very
few men of any degree of Spirit, they might kill and
wound a number of men every day without running
the smallest risk and it would be next to impossible
to guard such a line of pack horses if the inhabitants deserved the name of an enemy.
I should not do justice to Major Monypenny if I
did not inform Your Excellency that he has been
extremely diligent and attentive and of great use to
1
Because of his high place in the history of colonial East
Florida, any important event of Governor Grant’s military career
is of interest to us, especially one which was so near in place and
time and which was perhaps his most successful command. (See
Quarterly VIII, 116. Oct. 1929.)
We are indebted to Mr. A. Macpherson Grant, of Broughton,
Scotland, and London, for a copy of this journal.
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me upon all occasions. The officers commanding the
several corps have exerted themselves and indeed
everybody has behaved with a proper spirit.
Our Indians have been of great use, Captain Kennedy has had a great deal of trouble and has merit
for taking so much care of them and for keeping
them in so good order. The Upper Chicasaws are
quite a different species of people from any other
Indians I ever met with ; they have behaved remarkably well and if their Province does not reward them I must do so at the expence of the Crown ;
tho’ they have been at war above a twelvemonth
they readily agreed to stay with me as long as I
pleased; they said they would ask nothing till the
service was over but the preliminary article was,
that when they went home they were to trust to me
for their presents.
The Cherokees must certainly starve or come into
terms, and even in that case I think tis hardly in
the power of the Province to save them; I shall in
a few days send to the Great Warrior and the Little
Carpenter to come and treat of peace, if they choose
to save their nation from destruction; till I receive
their answer I shall endeavor to save the small remains of the lower towns. In the meantime I shall
put this Fort in repair and shall wait either here,
or at Ninety-Six, till your pleasure is known.

* * *

JAMES GRANT.

Journal of the March and Operations of the Troops
Under the Command of Lieut. Colonel Grant of
the 40th Regiment Upon An Expedition from Fort
Prince George Against the Cherokees.
1761 June 7th. The troops moved from the
camp near Fort Prince George at five in the morning without tents or baggage except bearskins,
blankets and liquor. Six hundred horses loaded with
flour bags were divided into 15 brigades which with
the ammunition stores and other pack horses were
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distributed in the line of march in the best manner
that could be thought of for their protection. The
River of Keowee was deep and rapid, the passage
of it took much time, and as the roads afterwards
were very bad we with difficulty and late in the day
got to Scony [?] Old Town about 15 miles from the
Fort.
8th and 9th. Two forced marches were made in
order to pass some dangerous defiles, and to get as
near the Indian towns as possible before the Cherokees could have time to inform a body to oppose
us. From the best information we had there was
reason to believe that they were in want of provisions ; it was therefore probable that they would
not begin to assemble till they had received certain
accounts from their runners that we were in motion ;
the event answered our expectation for we got to
Tuckoritchie [?] the 8th and arrived at Estatoe Old
Town the 9th in the evening without firing a shot.
10th. As the Indians had not sent deputys to sue
for peace it was possible that they intended to make
an attempt to save their country and as we had got
so near their Towns it was next to a certainty that
the attack would be made this day. Before we moved
the troops were ordered to load for the first time
since they took the field, the advanced Guards and
Picquets having only been loaded till then.
The flanking parties upon our provisions and
other pack horses were reinforced with 120 men ;
every man in the line expected to fight, and our
march was conducted with all the precaution that
could be taken against a surprise. Before the rear
had moved out of the ground of encampment a few
shots were fired at the cattle guard from a hill at
a considerable distance, where one of our advanced
guards had been posted during the night. This was
immediately reported and as their first act of hostility seemed to point at our provisions, the rear
guards were reinforced with 50 Provincials.
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The Indian corps which has been useful served as
flankers to the line and marched in front of the advanced guard of light infantry. About half an hour
after light in the morning a party of them fell in
with a body of the enemy upon our right flank, their
being discovered disconcerted them, a few shots
were exchanged and the Cherokees tho’ numerous
gave way; but the yelp went from front to rear of
the line upon both flanks upon a ridge of mountains
upon our right and on the opposite side of the Cowhowee River which could not be passed on our left.
This Indian cry served as a signal for the attack
and they began a pretty smart fire but at a considerable distance ;- stopping and forming in disadvantageous ground against an invisible enemy could
answer no good end, the line of march was therefore
continued, a platoon of light infantry was sent to
the river side with orders to cover themselves in
the best manner they could and to fire from time to
time at the enemy to prevent their drawing nearer
and becoming more troublesome. Major Monypenny
was sent back to order the Royal and Burton’s to
continue the line of march and to throw in a fire
upon the enemy when it would appear to be necessary which was done in very good order.
The Provincial Regiment, the Battalion Companies of the 17th and 22nd, the rear guards and
rangers executed the orders which they received
very properly and behaved with great coolness.
About half a mile from the place where the attack
began there is a ford and on the opposite side a
rising ground; as soon as the light infantry got over
they were posted to cover the passage of the river.
The Royal, Burton’s and other troops were formed
in columns as they came up and continued in that
position till the rear had passed the river. The firing
was pretty smart till near twelve o’clock and popping shots continued till after two which is hardly
to be believed as our loss is so very inconsiderable.
Ensign Munro of the 22nd and ten men of the
line were killed. Ensign Knight of the Royal, Lieut.
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Barber and Ensign Campbell of Burton’s and Lieut.
Tirry [?] of the Provincials with forty-eight men
were wounded. Some horses were killed; others
threw their loads; some pack horse men left their
horses and some loads were thrown down by the
drivers who were frightened and expected to get off
with their horses-many of them were forced back
to bring up the bags of flour and all possible care
was taken to prevent anything being lost; notwithstanding of which the rear guards were obliged to
cut up some bags and to throw the flour into the
river to prevent any of it from falling into the hands
of the enemy.
Our wounded were dressed; litters were provided
for such as had broken bones; horses were given to
others-these preparations with all the other difficultys attending an incumbered line of march, above
two miles in length consumed a good deal of time so
that it was near three o’clock before everything was
got in readiness to proceed. The Cherokees were so
thoroughly foiled in this attempt that they were
neither able to get a prisoner or a scalp.
Tis difficult to judge of the numbers of an Indian
enemy but from the disposition they had made tis
probable there were at least 600 of them and they
had taken possession of as good grounds as can well
be imagined. Their loss was probably considerable
as they gave us no further trouble.
The front arrived at Etchoe at nine at night; the
troops were encamped as they came up and fires
were immediately made. Orders were given to
Colonel Middleton to remain with about 1,000 men
as a guard to the wounded and prisoners, the rest
of the troops marched at half an hour after ten to
surprise, if possible, the Towns of Tassee and Newcassee. But tho’ the last of those places is above
18 miles from the place we were attacked in not a
soul was found in either of the Towns. The reception the Indians met with in the morning, and this
movement at night, threw them into a panick which
they’ll not get the better of soon.
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11th. At four in the morning 150 Rangers were
sent to meet our provisions, etc. At eight the Indians
tho’ much fatigued were prevailed on to go back.
But no attempt was made by the enemy and before
one o’clock everything was safe in the camp at Newcassee. The wounded men were put into the town
house which made an excellent hospital.
12th and 13th. We halted. The corn by the Town
was destroyed, partys were sent out to burn the
scattered houses and to pull up beans, peas and
corn and to demolish every eatable thing in the
country. The Indians with one of our partys destroyed the new Towns of Neowee and Camonga,
one of them settled by the people who formerly
lived at Etchoe, the other by some of the inhabitants
of the lower towns.
A scout of our Indians killed a Cherokee and
wounded another at Ayoree ; a poor miserable squaw
was brought in from Tassee and put to death in the
Indian camp by one of the Catawbaws.
14th. The Lower Chickesaws, about 20, tired of
the service or thinking we should get into a scrape,
declined going further and went down the country.
We marched to Wattagui, destroyed that Town and
the corn about it and so proceeded to Ayoree.
15th. We halted and sent partys to burn and destray all the plantations which could be found in
the country.
The troops were reduced to twelve ounces of
flour that we might be able to remain in the Indian
country long enough to destroy everything effectually and to prevent their planting corn again for
this season, and that we might at the same time
facilitate the operation on the side of Virginia.
16th. We proceeded in the morning to Cowhee
the most considerable Town in the middle settlements, the corn was destroyed, but the Town was
saved as it was intended to form a camp there for
some time on our return.
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We marched to Ussanah where the country shared
the same fate as in every other place.
17th. We moved to Cowhitchie and destroyed
everything about that place, as it was found difficult
to pass Cowhitchie River with the troops, the
Rangers and Indians were sent to destroy Burning
Town which was effected that evening.
18th, 19th, 20th. We were obliged to remain at
Cowhitchie owing to excessive heavy rains, which,
it seems, are common in this country, and frequently
swell the river and creeks so as to make them impassable for several days at a time which was the
case upon this occasion.
As the rivers were represented to be impracticable
for the troops with pack horses, cattle and the light
infantry with the Rangers and Indians were under
orders to destroy Allejoy the last town upon the
Etchoe River; but this could not be effected on account of the river and creeks which they had to pass
and the roads to Allejoy on the south side of the
river were so bad that even our Indians could not
pass them, tho’ to do them justice they readily attempted it when desired.
21st. We return to Ussanah and remained the
22nd and 23rd as the River of Cowhee was not
fordable.
The 22nd in the morning two Indian scouts were
sent out with directions to bring in a prisoner if
possible. In the evening the Chickesaws brought in
the headman of Kittoa’s Scalp and the Mohawks
and Catawbaws returned to camp the 23rd in the
forenoon with another scalp but they could not get a
prisoner without risking too much, and by that
means we could get no intelligence of the Cherokees
and none of them had appeared since the day of the
action.
24th. We marched and encamped on the north
side of the river opposite to Cowhee. Our wounded
and sick men were carried over with difficulty to the
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Town House where a Picquet of a Captain and 80
men were sent to cover them.
25th. A camp was formed upon very advantageous ground for a detachment of near 1,000 men including our wounded, sick and lame which was left
under the command of Lieut. Colonel Laurens [?]
to guard our provisions, cattle, horses, etc., while the
troops proceeded without baggage and with four
days bread to destroy the back settlements or outside towns upon the Sticoe River.
The road from Cowhee to Sticoe was represented
by the guides to be very practicable-they said pack
horses were frequently drove that way-that there
were but a few bad stops and no dangerous passes
as the road led over a ridge of mountains; that there
was almost a constant ascent and one very high
mountain to pass.
The advantage of marching by this road was obvious if the information given about it had been just.
It was probable the enemy would be deceived by
our coming back to Cowhee and would conclude that
we were upon our return. Those river Indians were
at a considerable distance and it was hoped that
they would not be very much upon their guard and
less so at Sticoe (their most distant town) than anywhere else. All those things being considered in
order to take the best chance of surprising them,
we moved from Camp at ten at night, guides having
been sent to every corps to prevent any risk of
losing the line of march during the night.
The roads were excessively bad and the night very
dark so that we proceeded but slowly.
26th. About half an hour after one the moon got
up and we mended our pace a very little but we were
obliged to make frequent halts on account of a number of creeks and narrow defiles which are passed.
At daylight we found ourselves in the most difficult
country that can be imagined, the only practicable
road commanded everywhere by inaccessible mountains, and at the same time so bad that the men
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could hardly march in an Indian file and if their
feet had slipt they were in danger of falling down
a precipice.
No troops ever were in so dangerous a position
and they continued to be so for many hours till we
got to the top of the Catouchee Mountain, one of the
highest and one of the steepest in America. The road
from thence became less hazardous tho’ even this
part of the country is impenatrable if defended by
50 men only who knew how to take advantage of
the situation; but luckily for us the Indians were
frightened or knew nothing of the matter; they did
not fire a single shot at us and we arrived at Sticoe
about four o’clock in the afternoon after a very
fatiguing march of above 20 miles. Two squaws were
taken prisoner by our Indians. They knew the two
men who had lately been scalped and said that all
the warriors of the middle settlements, the valley,
the lower and outside towns, had been in the action.
They declared that every town had lost men, they
said their Indians had not got a hair, and expressed
much surprise that we seemed to take so little notice
of them during the action. It must be something of
this kind which has prevented their giving us any trouble.
27th. The town and country were destroyed. The
finest corn we had yet met with was cut down.
Our partys having returned to camp we proceeded
at eleven o’clock on our march to Kittoa (the oldest
settlement in the whole Cherokee Nation) where we
passed the river which is at least a hundred yards
broad and at the same very rapid and deep. We
halted till the town was burnt and the corn cut down.
About four in the afternoon we moved forward and
encamped at Tuckoritchie that night.
An old man was found in the town and put to
death by our Indians-a young fellow was made
prisoner but could give us no satisfactory account
about his Nation. He confirmed pretty nearly what
the squaws had told us before.
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28th. The town and country were destroyed. We
passed the Sticoe River a second time and proceeded to Tessantee where another poor old man
was killed. Here the Indians found about twenty
bushells of old corn, the first we had met with in
the country and they were much pleased with the
acquisition; in a few hours this town and the plantation round it were in flames, all the corn cut down
and an end put to the back settlements without a
shot being fired in defence of the country, tho’those
people have always been considered as the best
Cherokee warriors and have frequently defended
their towns against the northern Indians.
We marched to Allejoy, the only remaining town
in the middle settlements, having in our way passed
the Etchoe River. Our Indians found five Cherokees
in this place, one of them was killed and one taken
prisoner. The other three tho’closely pursued made
their escape but when these Cherokees get into the
mountains none of the other Indians can come near
them. After destroying the town and country we
marched about three miles further, passed the
Etchoe River again with great difficulty at a very
bad ford and encamped on the north side of it within
six miles of Cowhitchie. When we got to the ground
our men were so much fatigued, that they could
hardly crawl. Numbers of them were mounted on the
Rangers’horses, even our Indians were knocked up.
29th. We returned by Cowhitchie and Ussanah
to the camp of Cowhee where we found everything
in good order.
30th and 1st July. We halted to recover the
troops from the immense fatigue which they had
suffered in the last four days march. Some houses
and corn were destroyed by the Rangers.
2nd. The list of sick increased. Numbers of men
were footsore and a great many of them had no
shoes, about 200 of them were mounted on horseback. We then proceeded to Ayoree where the camp
had been left standing. This movement was made to
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make the Cherokees believe that we intended to proceed to the valley by the Ioa Conara Road which
leads from this place.
3rd. We halted to keep the enemy in suspence
and by that, means to favour Colonel Byrds operations which was the only thing we had now in
view.
Fifteen towns and all the plantations in the country have been burnt-above 1,400 acres of Corn,
beans, pease, etc., destroyed; about 5,000 people including men. women and children drove into the
woods and mountains to starve. They have nothing
left to subsist upon but a few horses which they contrived to keep out of our way; but we found the
remains of numbers of them, which had been killed
by themselves almost in every place we went to.
Luckily nothing was left to be done on this side. It
would have been impossible for us to proceed further. Our provisions were almost expended and our
men were wore out and unable to act.
Four Cherokees had taken the advantage of a
storm of thunder and rain to get near our camp and
about eleven at night fired four shots at a pack
horse man, killed and scalped him at a creek within
an advanced picquet and two other advanced posts,
and indeed quite close to the camp guards; the
guards ran to the fire but the Indians made their
escape. If they had always acted with the same
spirit which they did upon this occasion they would
have been more troublesome.
4th. We marched to Newcassie and Etchoe by
the Trading Path, passed the ground where the action had happened last year and encamped about
two miles from Cowhowee River near the place
where we were attacked the 10th ultimo. On this
march 250 men were carried on horseback.
5th. We proceeded to Sticoe Old Town and encamped where the Fort London path separate from
that leading to the middle settlements. The number
of ailing men increased.
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6th. We halted to refresh the troops and sent
scouts towards the valley to continue the alarm
there, and to prevent those peoples joining the inhabitants of the upper towns to oppose Colonel
Byrd.
7th. We moved with some precaution as it was
not improbable that they might attempt to interrupt our march in passing thro’ the Potatoe Hills,
or at the War Womans Creek, two very dangerous
defiles, which may be considered as barriers to the
Cherokee country. Not an Indian appeared and we
encamped on this side Chatougi River.
8th. We continued our march down country and
encamped near Scony Old Town. Our lame increased.
9th. We arrived at Fort Prince George.
The troops have suffered more fatigue than can
well be imagined. Near a thousand men are absolutely without shoes and without the help of our
pack horses, the lame and ailing who daily increased
could not have been taken care of.
There was not much time to lose for we had just
two days flour left and the River of Keowee was
not fordable upon our arrival.
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LETTERS OF JOHN INNERARITY AND
A. H. GORDON 1
(The Negro Fort ; and Captain Woodbine)
Pensa. 13 Augt. 1816.
[John Innerarity to James Innerarity]
My dear Brother,
Your letter of the 7th. inst. informing me of supposed attack on this place by the Insurgents 2 came
upon us like a thunderbolt, but Mr. Forbes will inform you of all the consternation and preparation
to which it has given rise, while I reply to yours of
the 6th. to me.
Now that the alarm has subsided I will write to
[illegible] to know definitely what he will do towards satisfying or rather ultimately securing his
debt to E.-Will report to you-Should any opportunity offer I will send you the 20 bags coffee you
request. Inclosed you have 1481/2 Bank notes of
different Banks which are all that we have got-say
one hundred and forty-eight dollars & 50 cents. If
the Planters Georgia Bank notes do not readily pass
you at par send them back to me, as Capt. Bourke
from where I got them has promised to give me
silver for them. Owing to Doyle’s absence at Appa.
[Apalachicola] and several other circumstances I
have not been able to send anything but I hope I
will do soon, I hope to collect in about a month about
$500 more in notes.
1

These letters are in continuation of the series of documents,
survivals of the records of Panton, Leslie & Co., the publication
of which has been continuous in the Quarterly. They are in the
possession of Mrs. John W. Greenslade, who has transcribed
them.
2
See Quarterly XI, 140.
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You will ‘ere now have heard of the fatal issue of
the expedition. They just arrived a day or two after
the Gun Boats had blown up the Fort 3 at P. Bluffs.
Eight of our negroes are either at the Seminoles
or Tampa Bay. Hambly has hopes of securing several of them. He has already Dolly’s family in his
possession and Doyle will soon return to Appa. to
assist him. Six negroes who escaped unhurt in the
Fort when it blew up have been brought here among
the number Castalis whom I have sent to the Public
Works with a chain about his leg in consequence of
his having prevented several of our negroes from
returning. About 40 negroes were blown up in the
Fort besides about 20 that are left there wounded.Such of the Choctaws as were not blown up were
put to death by the Indians who are now Completely
humbled and submissive.
Doyle speaks highly of the conduct of the officers
of the Gun Boats. He did everything in his power
to go to the Fort, but Dr. Benigno would not allow
him, altho’ the 2 Schooners were only 14 miles
distant.
After being informed by the Officers of the Gun
Vessels of the blowing up of the Fort, Dr. Benigno
immediately ordered the 2 Schooners under his command to return here which they did in company
with the Gun Boats.
Had they gone to the Fort they could have
brought away the wounded, and Doyle would have
been enabled to have collected several of our
negroes who are scattered among the Seminoles.
He will draw up a complete report of everything
he knows relative to the destruction of the Fort,
the names of your negroes who have perished, of
those who escaped, about what prospects there are
of reestablishing the store at Pine Bluffs, with security. Hambly requests us to send a supply of

..

3
The so-called Negro Fort on the Apalachicola River built by
Colonel Nichols, and attacked and blown up by Colonel Clinch.
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Articles for the use of the American Fort at the
Forks, from which I hope we will be able to derive
considerable benefit.
So many things are pressing upon me at once that
it is with difficulty that I have stolen a moment to
write you these hurried lines.
Yours aff ‘ly
JOHN INNERARITY.
*

*

*

[John Innerarity to James Innerarity]
Pens. [Pensacola] 21/8/1816
My Dear BrotherWoodbine no longer riots in his guilt. Mr. Forbes’
letters per Whitmore & its inclosures will I know
give you the most heartfelt pleasure, to which I add
Gordon’s letter to me, which be pleased to return.
Mr. Forbes has rec’d per the Sophia a long letter
from Mr. Craik, full of the same liberal sentiments
which distinguished his letter to you, & in which he
repeats the same paragraph expressing the unanimous consent of all our relations, “that a section
of the lands should be appropriated to the Gentlemen who had with danger & difficulty realized
them.”
Independent of how nearly it concerns us, I cannot express to you the glow of pleasure I feel, on
Mr. Forbes’s account, in his triumph over the hellbred villany of Woodbine. Tho’nothing could affect
the placid calm & serenity of his mind, yet he has
need of this consolation.
Yours Aff ‘ly.

JOHN INNERARITY.
The Perdido will return to Orleans at a full load
in about five days & will come back here.
James .Innerarity, ESQ. Mobille
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Nassau 29 October, 1816
John Forbes Esquire
Canimar
My dear Sir,
Your regarded letter of the 8th inst reached me
three days since pr Sloop Sisters. As relates to
Woodbine you will probably have ascertained to be
true, a circumstance of which I have the strongest
suspicions namely that Woodbine neither has left
nor has any intention of leaving Havana, but is
using every artifice to make you believe that he has,
that, taking you unprepared he may appear here
triumphant next session to take his trial, he is no
doubt at same time busy suborning witnesses to expose [?] against you. I have many strong reasons
for believing this to be the case & I have no doubt
on proper enquiry in Havana it will be found to
be so.
I have seen Willm. Ken & communicated my ideas
to him ; he shewed me documents proving that
Woodbine had stole two Negroes & Six horses from
young Arredondo at St. Augustine; as these proofs
are fully documented in the Spanish form, I have no
doubt they are quite sufficient for Woodbine’s conviction, and under the hope that he may be apprehended & hanged for this theft in Havana (a consummation most devoutly to be wished) Mr. Ken
has thought it right to forward these papers to old
Arredondo. With him you can correspond & give
him what advice or encouragement may be needful
in the business.
As regards your own matters my opinion now
most decidedly is that you should close this matter
by coming here in January with a few select evidences, & Bennetts to give testimony of Woodbines
in jury.
Since ever I had anything to do with money I
have never been in more want than at present. We
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have 5000Stg. locked up in Charleston in Hamnetts
attachment, & a very large sum in N. Orleans which
we find great difficulty in remitting. Meanwhile you
will see by the enclosed card that we have two new
Establishments just commenced & they are both
most needy. I mention this as an apology for begging that if you can manage with out making use of
the enclosed drafts it will be a convenience to us,
altho it will give me pleasure to have sent them
should you find them absolutely necessary. For then
if made use of, you will have the goodness to forward to New Orleans, your own notes payable 31st
Jany. and 28th Feby. for $2000 each with 5p% discount, as we are obliged to give at least that P%
Prem. in New Orleans to procure drafts on Havana,
& will take the houses drafts at any time at that
rate. If you can draw on Andrew Milne or any other
house in N. Orleans so much the better as we could
then make use of the Paper. We have very large
sums of duties to pay about
Grant who expected to have been able to have left
England in this month will not get away until next
Spring so I am now very anxious to proceed to
Orleans where I shall be wanted soon. I hope to
leave this place early in November say from the
5th to the 10th & shall proceed direct unless you are
very anxious to be dropped at Pensacola in which
case I might be induced to call for you. I shall carry
on your Private desk at any rate.
I am truly glad to hear of your favorable prospect in the Planting concern in which if the whole
force is steadily devoted to your Sugar cultivation
I have no doubt you will have great success. I have
dunned all your debtors here, but presume nothing
but coertion will extract payment from Forbes &
Hart.
Dear Sir
Yours with great regard
A. H. GORDON
JOHN FORBES ESQUIRE
Canimar Plantation
Matanzas
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THE

MEMBERS:

The meagerness and late appearance of the Quarterly is a reflection of the times. Many members
have had to postpone payment of their dues and
others to forego membership. The officers are grateful to those who have paid their dues with difficulty.
These have become members of the Society during the past quarter :
Robert H. Anderson, Jacksonville
Mark F. Boyd, Tallahassee
J. Turner Butler, Jacksonville
Lester W. Cunningham, Jacksonville
John W. Dodge, Jacksonville
Alfred I. DuPont, Jacksonville
R. A. Henderson Jr., Fort Myers
J. V. Keen, Sarasota
W. I. McKay, Tampa
Myron T. Pritchard, Daytona Beach
Mrs. Robert W. Simms, Jacksonville
Winder H. Surrency, Sarasota
University of London, London, England
Margaret G. Weed, Jacksonville.
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